The accompanying rough sketch is intended to represent the condition of parts found on examining the body of a woman whose history is as follows :? E. C., set. -42, was first admitted to this Asylum in 1859, labouring under an attack of mania. Her bodily condition was very feeble;.she had a severe suicidal wound of the throat; her convalescence was prolonged. 1STumerous attacks of depression followed; by degrees she became considerably demented, find was at last
This sketch includes the transverse and descending portions of the arch, and a small part of the thoracic aorta. But a small portion only of the tumour composed of clots can be seen; it forms the lloor of the fissure in the vessel. Owing to the preparation having been preserved in strong spirit, and to the unequal contraction of the various tissues, the line of rupture has become somewhat distorted. The portion e cj correctly represents the condition of parts, and that between e f was of the same breadth when first examined. Except at e, the laceration extends round the whole vessel, and through all the coats except the external. To complete the description of the vessel it is only necessary to add, that the internal surface was studded thickly with atheromatous plates, and that the middle and inner coats could be torn with unusual ease.
The case has appeared to me worthy of record on account of its rarity. In text-books, chiefly surgical, spontaneous rupture of arteries is referred to, but the notices are meagre. So far as I About half natural size. The aorta has been slit up, and its internal surface is represented in the sketch, a, b, c, the openings of the great vessels of the arch ; il, the mass of clots; e, the small portion of the vessel which has escaped laceration; e /, e j, the rupture. The openings of the intercostal arteries are indicated, but the atheromatous plates must be imagined.
About half natural size. The aorta has been slit up, and its internal surface is represented in the sketch, a, b, c, the openings of the great vessels of the arch; cl, the mass of clots; e, the small portion of the vessel which has escaped laceration; ef,eg, the rupture. 
